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Battleflag of the Irish Brigade

From ‘“‘Memoirs of General Thomas Francis Meagher " "by Michael
Cavanagh,

in the early summer of 1867 with the
Indian difficulty, the growing audacity
of the Plegan inemrsions on white sot-
terient Suetety, | tlements, the insolence of the Sioux
YSTERY has hung over the | glong the Missouri River and widely
death of Gen, Thomas Fran- | separated Indian ambushes and night
els Meagher for nearly half | attacks all over the territory. The
Secretary and | Foads were unsafe. He started to raise
A : .| & regiment of militia and did not find ft
poting Governor of the infant Territory difficult to enlist enough men. Helena,
* Montana, gallant soldier who had led | the capital, near the Great Falls of the
+ Irish Brigade through the bloodiest [ Missouri, was his official residence, and
\ttiem of the clvll war with commanding | there he lived with his young wife, who

Ry JOSEPH 1, €, CLARKF,
Tresident of the American Irish His-

A ventury.

oy ; ey aAanla | had been a Miss Townsend of New
avery at Antletam, Frederfcksburg o g who was a handsome, culti-
nd Chancellorsville;superh nrator nfih:-l vated ladv. He had arranged for a

190 old ornate kind, standing woll up
cslide the best of them; Irish patriot of |
’ i t type of 1848
= 'l:lulnz ]lrﬂh":d‘m::::,“ riul:m‘:'lr thal head of navigation,
wha o L

A e B ! Accordingly he started from Helena

¢llows when he fell under the ban of | o0 mine (he military stdres and su-
Inzlish law, taking his place on the ! parintend thelr forwarding—a matter of

supply of arms and munitions for his
regiment and expected they would be
sent up the river to Fort BHenton, the

EATH OF “MEAGHER OF THE SWORD";
MYSTERY OF FIFTY YEARS:

Known Facts About the Disappearance
of the Irish Patriot and Civil War
General at Fort Benton in 1867—That

He Was Murd

Though the Recent Account of His
Lynching by Vigilantes
dicted by the Evidence Available

spoke to him on earth

He relates how in the spring of 1564 |

ha wag pilot on the stcamer Ontario,
hound for Fort Benton, and had the
opportunity of showlng som: courtesy
to Mra. Meagher, who was “on her wi
to join her husband in the mountain
country.”  The General had shown his
appreciation of this in many wavs He
continues:

“The foilowing year | hecame
of the steamer (3. A Thompson

plint

which

left 8Bt. Louig in the early part of |
and arrived at Fory lienion June i
1867, On our arrival in port we found

there the steamers Guoldon and Anelin
'oe, about & hundred vards apart from
cach other, and we anchored hetween
the two, ahout an equal d.stance from
each. Shortly after landing 1 went up

to the upper boat (Amelia Poe) and
while fishing from her lower deck 1
=aw A troop of about twelve horsemen

riding Into town, 1 afterward dlscov-
ered that they were Gen. Meagher and
his staff. Wearyving soon of the pisca-
torlal mport 1 went tn the provision
store of J, G, Baker, and n the lwmcl
room of the establishment 1 discovered
Gen, Meagher reading a paper, Look-

ing up and Immediately reoanizing me, |

he greeted me most warmly, and hath

seatlng ourselves we engaged in a lone
conversation.

“He informed me thit on his road
into Benton he was very son for six
davs--that the ahject of his visit was
to procure arms and equinments for a
reziment he had already ralsed to fight

against the Tndians, and learning that

the required sarticles were not thera
but at Camp Cook, 120 miies bhelow, he
expresged his detsrmination to proceed
to the aforezald place the next day

He also spoke in the most tender and,

affectionate terms of his wife, residinge
at Helena, saving that In their moun-

I'Enln home they were as happy ns two
i thritghes
1lirnr= coming on, and learning that he

in a bhush, Finally dinner

was stopping at no particular place, 1
vonvet ship (n his case a brig of war) | great importance. On his way to Fort | ;1 .i1ed him down to the hoat to dine,
ps cheerfully as he would at a yachting | Benton he was halted at 8un River by | 45 jhvitation which he accepted
pary . suffering fon three vears the mis. |an attack of dysentery entalling a delay } . afrer dinner we walked through the

o ol ) of Tedva n in the |°f 8ix deys, The weather was extremely s an  and meeting numerous friends
Licket of flopyie Mkl hot, and he suffered a good deal from | wa wire tnvited on several necasions to
of Tarmania, escaping dra- oo 00 e potical care. When he im- partake of the hosnitalities always
< did John Boyle O'Teliy algeaeed he pushed forward on horsehack urgentlyv extended 1o ...“-,m,-.g,- in this
a century later and landing for the last thirty mlles of the journey | caption of the country, and in each in-
Vork to be hailed as a leader | and arrived at the miserabie settlement | sianes the General politely Lt firmils
eelaim by his delighted fel- | fatigued, weak and in pain | refased to accede to their reguess
trvmen - here wasg an engaging He was not a man to repine, hut he  ing that his experience a1 Sun R
fizure, gifted, briliiant, fitted | wag disappointed to find the rifles he was § had given him a  distaste  for  such
wr eivilization, energeticallV | gueking were at a fort 120 miles fur- ! amusement. Thus, in walking and talk-
¢ the government of perhaps the | jher down the river He went o 1h--!1n|.', we gpent the afternoon, and toward
of territory in the world  cpegpding post to rest. 8o far all the ac- |evening wended our way to the loat
= wplation of rough And | ounts agree. Meagher® habite were at | (Thompsony to take tea
i sechers, cattlemen, horse D yimee convivial after the manner of |  “The sun had just begun go down
vamblors, traders and fehting  the army and the frontier, but on that | 4« we took our chalrs oot on the guards
. jafternoon no one has raised the ques-  of the boat, and as the weather was
nobos tortvefourth vear, With ption of his having exceeded, and the | very pleasant we 1t our cuzars and
in life before him. when {ovidence 18 direct as to his abstinence, | commenced reading. 1 lent the General

|
\
! |
Hsappeared from human | e left his escort and companions and |
noold river steamboat tied | optered the store, There he =at mmm'
nion on the upper reaches ima  That night he died f
Itiver on the nicht of ! Here we must e the new murder |

From such  reports !l graries. About ten days ago 4 man re. |
ps owere made at the ieine in the ine frontler names of Pat |
<comed =ample enough, He had | z\ij1ar, alias Frank Diamond, “allowing®™ |
when alhe off the upper """ki'.hal he was about to dle, “confessed™
wos nnprotected by guards and | ypae Gen, Meagher did not die by acei-
cwned with o long plereing ery ! sont but that he, at the instigation nf|
from the durkness in the river! ... yvigilants, had stolen at night on
sweeping by with a flow of 11004 thae old steamboat, had murdered

r ten miles an hour. He was iu.-n~ Meagher and thrown his body into
soon apain. Many eonstructions f . piver, then plunged in himself and
“ereopor upon that stumble and fall) cwam ashore, for all of which he had
me gneharitable but happily false. In received $8.000 from Alexander PPotter,

- ri

« general acceptance It was I:llmlb-lll' whoever he mayv have heen. mt Pat

¢ migadventure, fatality, but un- aginae allas Frank Diamond, did not
conple nf i« ago no one hinte | aie: and now he recants and savs it was

f tn connection with the dired 0 gream,  Was 1t?

i | No sooner, however, does Pat, allas
the rough, primitive community of

e i Frank, recover, than David M, Billings-
PERIY Bay onk. WA liln- 1 ley of Butte, formerly a Vigllant, who s |
oar "wWe e J i ef i -
5 ':,. 'm',_‘ Sha o Auld ?:q:';r:-;[ mﬂ': |also known as Dave Mack-—doubtless a
B UANY SERE pleasing contraction of the first two of
ta exiated. The floating populstion, his formidable names—avers that
e ita n':nl.-r- and cattlemen, w.ers! Meagher was kidnapped from the river
y iwless,  Opposing them Were |, .- .nq hanged by members of that
e traders and mine and cattle owners, organization, the body secretly buried
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f. ,’ ."',' f "”mlh“}. nr;mn!zatﬂil;ﬂ”:f and the mecret kept in ita grave up to

A Y od & re.|the time of his telling. Certainly the

o ey Y Tl At these | storY 18 untrue in ita detatla. Old fron-
many o Hp .

tieramen vary their narratives of things

HnA =ation were the Indian hos- : . i
tles s nomerons neariy' a2 the whites forty-six 3.'.r. back. They m'lx ?aa
\ 1 reat Sioux tribes murder with another, and otherwises
- . | ¥ gren bl ] o

depart from truth; what residuum of
crime, foul and dastardly, may he In
i1l | hia story may vet be unravelled,

| b b Hu:, ,““r.;‘." war | Now. while the commonly accepted

A rl-,q ,;lr.r‘ 'h;t.:.,‘ olitles | Btory has been told in outline ahove,

; A .I " T wn‘-ipnut M~lnt ns get at what authentic detail we
Vs ® to=iav L - . ¥ ) ;

o N Kept Montana | may. In 1870 Capt. Willlam F. Lyons,

©opohitica that kept Montana | o o giso had served bravely in the

tn A standstill and
cr s cnlumn In 1876 Ini

VAL ”"'?"'“_"I'", lang, ‘:;‘:::,l‘]‘:‘]nah brigade with Meagher and then

1 P { l\\ -\:,.,‘\‘ .-'|','l,.t:‘”|!:,"":m a|Was a .mpmt'wr of the editorial staff
: v of faith only in those wha | Of the New York M"""m'.."- :"‘m:.“"h;h

Vil the North or the Eouth |able man, published his I.iue o l"r| g-

gl the war, Meagher, appointed | adier - General Meagher, “Idi?-u

by SArew dohinson in October, 1865, | 8ketehily  the atory of his ro r
A% an aeknowledeed war Demo- friend, and flliing it out with ma'r'u,

0 AMontana.,  The fires of “re- |0f his salient speeches, Ifl ‘n‘dp

n " blazed angrlly even there body of the bhook the accept

story is told of Meagher's death, but in
the appendix appears a letter from the
pilot of the river hoat which variea the
narrative importantly, He had heard
that Capt. Lyons was nnklnnt ma-
f ; ! “life.” and so he put pen
Lranimity, acting in the dark, whose | terial for the '
s of rough n..‘:nn-mm Justice w;-rallo paper, incidentally giving an uncon-
frra 1 Inclmln plcture of himself, which en-

e the  sequestered  mountalns,
it was snurly noted, did not
ta to make friemds with Souths
% He did not please the Vigl-

A gentry  without particular

e rsperse 1 olitical ven-
Lownve and [I;l..' .;,:t-k?.,i-‘:‘mt;-‘:.l.ri,. of per- | ables us to see him asa hraw.n.\'. genial,
They had the habit of | good hearted man of the u'ra\o.oxtrrlnr
Uik grim, threatening letters of the of river pllota in uennra!. He was John
boud that survive in the Hlack Hand |T. Doran of 404 North Fourth street, 8t.
Louils, Mo., and he writes under date

& la-diay among the Ttalians,
Meagher met all the opposition that |of December 16, 1869—two and a half

e,
w

\ 4 ' he event which must
developed cheerfully or coolly, He was | VeaArs only after 1

o tenderfoot, with his years of cam- | have seared itself |‘l'.lln his !.nln:’l.
Paigning in Virginia behind him. He “1 will endeavor,” he mays, ¥Ytn com-
wrs a4 soldier, but no assassin, and | municate without elaboration the cir-

cumstances of Gen, Mcagher's death,
believing that | am conversant with
all the facts, as 1 was with him con-

feorned all the base ways of Killing,
Yot evidence develops now that he was
Avire of his enemies and their

stantly on the day of the sad occur-
rence, and was the last man that

tricuience, as will be seen later.
A any rate he wis most concerned

a hook 1 had brought from the States,
it was ‘The Collegians,” by Gerald Grifin

He geemed to peruse it with great atten-

tion for haif an hour, when suddeniy
cloging it he turned to me. and said
very excitediy, “Johnny, thev threaten
my life in that town' As [ passed |
heard some men v ‘"There he goes!’

I endeavoread o persaade him that

SUN[)AY' JiTNE 8. 1913_.“.00;11;;;9&1'.,.!!13. by the Sun Priting and ;I’qc_hl‘lnhum Ansociation.
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ered a Possibility,

Is Contra-

and oceupy the upper berth, he retired. |

“1 fixed the clothes about him, locked
the door of the stateroom and went
down on the lower deck. Now the lock
on the door leading into the cabin was
defeetive, but 1 did not mind it |
much, as 1 intended to return witheut
delay I had been on the ‘lower deck
bt a short time when | heard a splash
in the dark waters below, immediatelv
followed by the ery of ‘Man overboard!

I rushed toward the water, and the
enginesy saluted me with “Johany, it's
vour friend.”

“To have jumped in would not omly
have been useless but almost certain
death, as the river there was about
twelve feet deep and with a current
rushing at the rate of nine miles an
hour, and, furthermore it was so dark
thiat no object could be discerned. I

“Accompanied by several others T ran
down on the ghore toward the Guidon,
which lav fifiy yvards helow, in tne
meantime hearing two agonizing cries
from the man, the first one very short,
last prolonged and of the most
heartrendinz  description.  We rushed
into the wheel of the steamer and low-
sred ourselves hip deep in the water,
clinging with our hands to the wheel.

the

while others threw out ropes and
. boards, but all of no avail. The next
day cannons were fired, the riyer
drageed and the shores and islands

searched, but all to no purpose. ™
“The river below is dotted with in-
numerable small izlands of different and
various areas, the activity of hostile |
Indians preventing us from exploring
the ones furthest down: and no doubt
the body of the gallant but unfortunate
(teneral was washed ashore on one of
them, but though 1 wrote descriptive
letters to a!l the forts below 1 never
heard any tidings of it.”

From another and later life of Gen-
leral Meagher, by Michael Cavanagh of
Washington, D. C. (a former official |
gf Fenian t!mes in New York), pub- |
; HUshed at Worcester, Mass, In 1882,
comes  another clrcumstantial  stery
worthy of note, Tt is in the form of a |
paper by Capt, Patrick W, Condon of |
'enian fame, and recites an experience |
\ vear after Meagher's death, In the!
fall of 1868 Capt Condon went to take |
harme of the stonework construction |

for the hridge ower the Missouri at|iha water. The recent Indian depre-
tunaha There he made the acquaint-| qaiions had caused us to be fully on
ance of the soldler who had been a

the alert and prepared for anything
sentry aboard the old steamboat from | <,dden: but all to no purpose.’ "
which Gen. Meagher went to his death. In collecting these accounts one item
Unfortunately the soldier's name I8 not | ¢nouid be added from Capt.
given. The acconnt says: hook.

“Tae plan facts are these: (ien.
Meagher had besm ailing for some three
davis with servere attack of summer
complaint,
house trading post, where he was ac- | him."
commodated with a seat in a back room | Here then we have in three accounts
by the proprietor,
for several hours resting his head on ihs: day of Meagher's on ecarth, Pllot
his hands placed on a small table In' Doran's is the best in its continuity,
front of him ®* * * The proprietor. learn- !and he scouts the idea of enemics of
inT his digtress, urged him to take the
only remedy in his power
gliss of hlackberry wine.

writa to some friends before retiring,

a ,one of whom at least, Richard (rGor-

to offer, a |of the italicized sentences in the let-
This was re. ter. The presence of the soldier on

peated three times during his long and |«entry duty, the clear narrative of his
weaksning agony at the trading post, | giving the alarm, the pilot's hearing
after which toward nightfall he was the cry of “man overboard.” the vain

L.yong's |

“Tired as he was he undertook to

He struggled to the 10g- ! man. received the eplstle addressed to!

He remained here | from different sources the story of thae'

Gen Meagher, but note the significanee

- ———
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In Close Quarters at Chancellorsville

From “"Memoirs nf General Thomas Francis Meagher,” by Michael Cavanagh.

hig fears wers utlerly groundless, as)conducted to the boat and retired to,rush to help all stamp ax untrue the
indeed they were, for there was not | his  stateroom, or rather the pllot'a | story of Dave Mack with itz Kidnapping
one man in the Territory who did not | stateroom, which was kindly given up |and hanging, but was it impossible that
love him. He then asked me If 1 was|to him Diamond or some other had secreted
armed, and on my assuring him that 1| “The gentry's account (sworn to) | Dimself and actually seized the Gen-
was he desired to see my pistols. | jwas substantially as follows: ‘While  ®ral unawares as he came from the
immediately produced my two navy lon duty during the night pacing the |€abin and hurled him overboard? Little
revolvers (every one is armed in that|deck 1 heard a nolse sternward, On |Beed for murdering in advance a man
country), and he, sceing that they were [jooking in that direction | saw some- [Who could be cast In the blackness of
capped and loaded, handed them back |body moving In white clothing (under | D/&DL into the Missouri as it races past
to me.® Perceiving that he was wearied | clothes) toward the left rear of the | Fort Henton. If murder was done, it
and nervous, | persuaded him to retire! stern, where 1 knew the temporary | WAS done suddenly, and the murderer in

to his berth.

epuring his confict with
Meagher had heen frequently
Capt. Lyons's note,

By this time it was pltch
dark, the hour being about half past 8.
He bhegged me not 1o leave him; huat on
my assuring him that it wonld anly he |
for a few momeoents, and 1 would return

the paliticlans
threatened.—

accommodation place of the vessel was, | the confusion that immediately fol-
Of course | about-faced and marched
the other way * * * and repacing my
round about midway | heard a shout,
hen a splash  that was all, 1 ghouted
“Man overboard!™  In a moment the
deck was alive:  floating life buoys

were Aung out--boats and lights on

crowd and walked ashore, . 1t s most
unlikely that he followed his vietim
into the river and lived toa sawim out,
Yet DPilat Doran's statement
Meagher's helief in his danger has a

lowed might well have mingled with the

L]

Gen. Thomas Francis Meagher

,’Hnl'\' of murder, and those who seek
truth. and those who honor the mem-
tory of “Meagher of the Sword” should
follow up the clues glven by these con-
| fegsors of murder, whether done in per-
son or ky deputy

In reviewineg this
Meagher's end let
a little more closely
city of Waterford, Ireland. on Augnst
3, 1823, of well to do parents,  His
father's family had been noted in Muen-
| ster for hundreds of vears, the pavent
stem existing in Tipperary. His mother
died in his childhood. but her unmar-
riedd sister eared for the boy and began
his edueation. At 10 the motherless
oy was sent to ctae Jesults’  cele-
tratedd  academy ot Clangowes  Wood
in Ktldare, where sive for the midsum-
tmer holldays he remained until he was
16, Even then he was the orator in em-
brro, Next he wa= sent to the Jesuits'
College,  Stoneyhurst, in
I England, where he remained four years,
till his graduation. distinguishing him-
self in the elassics and composition and
taking prizes in rhetorie,
[ He was no “gringd,”
(the fun of the college and
| unconsciously the Knglish accent and
formal mode of speech which ever after
characterized his utteranee
s0 often astounded his hearers when
Riving to the most un-linglish
| sentiments.  The humor of it was that
| young Meagher all hig life afterward
believed that he spoke with a pronounced
| Munster hrogue. In 1843 he returned
to Waterford to find his father Mayor
Lof the city, the first Catholic to hold
such offiee In Ireland.
| It was a question what business or
| profession he, would follow, but he does
I not seem to have beemr hurried to make

pitiful of
us look at this mnan
He wus born in the

s1ors

was up to all

a selection, He travelled through
Ireland and on the Continent,  Daniel
| O'Connell’s monster meetings  calling

| for the repeal of the act of union with
Englund and clamoring for the rees-
| tablishment of the Irish Parliament in
| Dublin were taking place, and young
| Meagher was soon  enlisted for the
cauge, It was at one of these repeal
| meetings that he made his first public
lspeech, and ai s vlose it was the
U Liberator”  himself. the  “uncrowned
|King™ of lrelund, who patted him on the
shoulder, and sald:  “Well done, Young
Ireland,” Bitteriy  vears after was
L erConnell 1o hear that phrase among
those who at last rejected his con-
stitutional methods and preached open
rebellion to the power that hearhened
to nothing else,

The leaders of Young Ireland were a
brilliant group. Thomas Davis, their
statesman, seer, prophet and poet, was
head and shoulders above hix contempo-
raries, Charles Gavan Duffy and Will-
jam Bmith (VBrien, the former editor
of the Nation, a really powerful paper,
the latter a solid gentleman and member
of the English I'arllament, were the
| next in order of genius, To this party
voung Meagher attached himself pas-
slonately, Davis died untimely, and
Meagher's eulogy wam remarkable for
its force, grace and feeling.

Then came O'Connell's dark days. Hls

arrested and put on trial, but though
the populace still cheered hia vallant
fight in tha courts, the young men of
{Ireland were deserting him. Hie heart
iwan broken. The enthusiasm of the

of Yoaung Ivelanders zrew apace. It had

heen 'Uonnell's  latest  utterance--

“Meagher of thc Sword —"Respect
Our Monroe Doctrine,”” Savs Japanese
Real Estate—Financial=Poultry

Lancashire, |

acguired |

amd which |

meetings were forbldden. He was even |

e e —

ythat “the freedom of Ireland was not
the shedding of one drop of
And it was upon this theme that
ron July 28 1846, arose in Con-
viliation Hail and delivered the speech
that he never surpassed in defence of
«triking with force and weapons for
liberty, Hearken to a few periods from
this man of 23 vears

“Abhor  the sword stigmatize the
sword?  No; for in the passes of the
Tyrol, it cut to pieces the banner of the
Bavarian, and through those cragged
etruck a path to fame for tha
insurrectionist of Innspruck'

the sword  stigmatize the
sword?  No; for at its blow a giant
nation started from the waters of the

Atlantlc and by s redeeming magic
land in the quivering of its crimson
(light the erippled colony sprang into
the attitude of a proud republie— pros-
rperous, limitless, invineible!

“Abhor  the eword- stigmatize the
sword” No, for it swept the Dutch
maranuders out of the fine old towns of
Belgium -~ scourmed them back to their
L own phlegmatic swamps—and knocked
their flag and sceptra, their laws and
, havonet= into the sluggish waters of the
Seheldt

“1 learned that wim the rvight of a
nation to govern herself - not in this
hall, but upon the ramparis of Antwerp.
Thig, the first article of a nation’s creed,
1 learned upon those ramparts, where
freedom was justly estimated and the

ITHELTLN
prasant
“Abhor

{ possession of the precious gift was pur-
| chased by the effusion of l‘olbnul
| blood. "

| Ireland drifted to a futile rebellion.
I The leaders were arrested and con-
| denmed, some to the gallows, some to
' penal servitude, bhut none were exe-
Evuu-d. John Mitchel's arrest preceded
[ the others. Meagher, as has beea told
nbove, was sent to Tasmania in 1849,
whence he escaped in 1852, and the mis-
| eries of lreland from fever and famine
and eviction went on as before, until of
| her 8,000,000 population in 1848 scarcely
more than 1,000,000 remained in a few
years.

Mecagher recelved a tremendous wel-
come when he arrived In New York and
his oratory fairly glowed with praiss of
{America and love of her liberty and
laws., Ha leciured, he wroie for the
Irish papers; he went to Costa Rica on
la mission from Harper's; he was ad-
|mitted to the Bar; he staried a paper of
| his own, but although it proved profit-
{able he gave it up for further lecturing

|and roving commissions as a corre-
spondent., In 1866 he married A's»
Townsend,

The war for the Union was approach-
ing. Meagher had acted with the De-
mocracy from his first coming, but
when Bumter was fired on and Abra-
ham Lincoln called for 75.000 men,
“"Meagher of the Bword” declared for the
I'mion. At @& meeting held at (hat
heated time he said:

*“I'he republic that gave us an asylum

|and an honorable career, which is the
mainstay of human freedom the world

over, In threatened with disruption, It
Is the duty of every liberty loving citi-
#zem to prevent such a calamity at all
hazards. Above all it Is the duty of us
Irish citizens who aspire to estabhlish a
#imilar form of goverament in our na-
tive land.”

Meagher immediately raised a com-

pany of Zouaves which joined the

| Bixty-ninth Reziment, choasing hm for

captain. He went (A ghe fremt with

certain element of corroboration of the ‘atrange food for Irish consumption—!  Continucd on Hogend Page.
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